THE PROVISIONAL  GOVERNMENT
"But did General Knox act entirely on his own initiative? And did
Commander Locker-Lampson promise to aid General Kornilov with
his tank corps also entirely on his own initiative? I doubt it very
much. In fact, I am certain that no one in the British Military Mission
could have undertaken such a responsibility on individual initiative.
I also know that there was a divergence of attitude to the Provisional
Government at the British Embassy. Sir George was perfectly loyal, and
understood our difficult, tragic position. There were also men like Bruce
Lockhart who regarded any attempt against the Government as sheer
madness. But the views which gained the upper hand in London and
in Paris were those which reflected the attitude of the Russian liberal,
conservative, and military circles."1
General Kornilov was "the darling of the Allied military
missions" according to Kerensky.
The Kornilov revolt further discredited the Provisional Govern-
ment and greatly enhanced the prestige and authority of the
Bolsheviks. Under the pressure of the masses some of the Bolshevik
leaders had been released from prison, and others were able to
appear in public again, albeit at considerable personal risk. They
now denounced the Provisional Government as definitely counter-
revolutionary, and sent their clarion call in ever-louder tones
throughout the vast Empire: "All power to the Soviets."
The Bolsheviks have had a habit, often misunderstood in Western
Europe, of attributing to their opponents certain aims, whereas
actually they mean that the policy of their opponents will lead to
certain results. They charged the Provisional Government with
being counter-revolutionary. It is beyond question, and that is
probably what the Bolsheviks meant, that their policy objectively
would lead to counter-revolution, whatever their subjective aims
may have been.
The British Ambassador, who frankly declared that all his
"sympathies" were with Kornilov,, admitted that plotting had gone
on for weeks to overthrow the Government, and that "there were
so many persons in the secret of this counter-revolutionary move-
ment that it was a secret no longer,"2
1 The Crucifixion of Liberty.                 2 My Mission to Russia,^ vol. ii.
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